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was his Ideal of all the products of the human
mind.

He had little aptitude at conversation in its
lighter forms, though he appreciated it and en-
joyed listening, and equally he appreciated,
though he rarely perpetrated, humour or wit.
Few men made fewer jests. The incongruous and
grotesque irritated him - it was as if the un-
reasonable should, in his view, be utterly extin-
guished.

But these limitations, though they prevailed in
some degree until the end of his life, were either
lessened or more concealed during the period he
spent in India as Chief of the General Staff.

In the autumn of 1911 a telegram from Lord
Haldane offered Haig the command at Alder-
shot, the highest command in the military hier-
archy in Great Britain, and in February of the
following year he left India and proceeded to his
new appointment. He was deeply gratified, and
he had every reason for satisfaction. He was only
in his fifty-first year, with barely twenty-seven
years' service, and he was selected for the most
important active command in the British Army
in preferment to many most distinguished soldiers
of far longer service. His immediate chiefs in
England would be two men under both of whom
he had already served, and whose complete con-
fidence he already possessed : Mr. Haldane, the
Minister of War, and Sir John French, the new
Chief of the General Staff at the War Office.
But, most important of all, the command at